Alison Matthews/Fine Arts

Painting Pottery February 24, 2010

1. Skills to be developed: Fully explain skills to be introduced and practiced during  
the lesson.(3 points)

Fine motor during the painting exercise, large motor walking through the “cave,” and emotional expression during the paining exercise. They will also be practicing cognitive development while I am teaching them about cave paintings. 
2. Concept(s) to be taught:  Fully explain the concepts to be taught in the lesson.(3 points)

      What is cave art? Why is it so important? They will also learn the importance of art 

      expression and how to express themselves through art and other ways. 
3. Advance Preparation:  Provide a thorough explanation of all preparation required before the lesson time, including a detailed list of materials needed. Include anything you need your site coordinator and/or team members to do (i.e. get construction paper, cut out 31 6 inch squares- any color, get the story “The Hundred Dresses”, arrange a TV to show a video clip, invite a parent or guest to share information, etc.).(10 points)  
a. Me
i. Print cave painting pictures and place them on the walls of the “cave”

ii. Look up interesting cave facts and stories for enrichment activity 

iii. Bring lantern and flashlights

iv. Ask team members if they have and can bring flashlights for the kids to look at cave paintings inside the cave

v. If I can, gather sticks and rocks from outside (of not, use popsicle “sticks”) 
vi. Bring a grocery bag

vii. Place 2 (for small tables) or 3 (for long tables) Styrofoam plates on each table with some paint on them

viii. Place the children’s already fired pottery on the table in the front of the classroom

ix. Cut holes for head and arms in garbage bags and place them on each chair

b. Site Coordinator
i. Cut out butcher paper to place on top of each table (2 long tables and 3 short tables- I would like these to be earthly colors if they have them ex: orange, red, brown, green, black)

ii. Help make a “cave” in the classroom. The cave will be in the corner where the door is, so when they walk in they will walk directly into the cave. To build the cave we need:

1. Strong string or yarn

2. Scissors

3. Strong tape (packaging tape)

4. About 5 sheets of brown butcher paper (maybe 50 ft?) 

iii. Get Styrofoam plates 

iv. Get paints (the only colors we really need is black, white, yellow, red, and blue- I think we are running low on the red)

4. Step by Step Plan:  Clearly explain each of the following.  Include estimated time for each element of the lesson:
a. Capturing children’s interest:  Discuss how you will use pictures, a video, story, song, special props, an object lesson, etc., as well as your own voice, facial expression, enthusiasm, etc. to capture the children’s interest at the beginning of the lesson.  State what you, your team members, and the children will be doing.(3 points) (13 minutes) 
i. Natalie will lead the children from the PLATO room to the classroom. The door of the classroom will be shut and I will be waiting for them outside the door. I will tell them that there is a very special surprise for them today inside the classroom so I need all their eyes and ears. I will excitingly tell them that when we walk through the door we are going to be walking into a prehistoric cave. I will then ask for a quiet volunteer to tell me what a prehistoric cave is. I will tell them with a serious but excited voice that the cave is very delicate so they need to be very careful not to touch the walls too much or too roughly. I will tell them that once I open the cave wall (the door) to follow in behind me and sit quietly on the floor facing me while I talk to them some more about what they are going to see inside the cave. I will also tell them that Taura will be standing at the door handing out flashlights periodically to the children so they will be able to see while inside (make sure you keep one for yourself Taura). If you are handed a flashlight and you start pointing it into someone’s eyes or being disrespectful to others or me while I am talking, we are going to take it away. 

ii. The other teachers will be sitting with the children helping them pay attention.

iii. I will then mysteriously talk about how in prehistoric times (up to 14,000 B.C.) there were no words, alphabet, or even books. So how did people communicate? How did they tell each other what they did that day or what they wanted to do the next day? I will give the children 15 seconds to think about it and then quietly tell them that it was through paintings that they communicated! They could tell stories using art! Next, I will excitingly draw their attention to the “cave paintings” that are on the walls of the caves. I will tell them that cavemen used art as a way to express themselves so they could communicate with each other. At this time I will give the children 2 minutes to look at all the paintings on the walls. 

iv. Next I will excitingly tell them that today we are going to be painting our pottery that we made a couple of weeks ago. But we are going to do it like the caveman did. So, we are going to express ourselves through our paintings. I will then ask them if they think caveman had nice paintbrushes that we do now, nope! So in order to paint like caveman, we are going to use the things that they did while painting our pottery. I will ask for a volunteer to tell me what they used instead of paintbrushes. I will tell them that they used sticks, rocks, and even their fingers! So this is what we are going to be using today. 

v. I will tell the children that Natalie will be assigning them to their tables as they exit the cave one at a time and I will be collecting all of their flashlights as they exit. Natalie and I will exit first with the children following. Ashton and Taura will help keep the line moving inside. 

b. Lesson delivery:  Clearly explain what you, your team members, and the children will do in your efforts to teach the lesson concepts and/or have children practice the targeted skills during each phase of the lesson.  (10 points) (5 minutes to assign children to tables, and get the pottery from the front of the classroom back to their tables, 15 minutes to paint their pottery)
i. Capturing Children’s Interest 
ii. The teachers will assign themselves to a table- there will be two teachers on each side of the classroom, so one side will have two teachers to three of the small tables. 

iii. I will tell the children to put on their bags so their clothes don’t get dirty. 

iv. I will invite each table one at a time (quietest table first) to come up and get their pottery. Taura will be at the front table trying to hurry the children to get their pottery and walk carefully back to their table. 

v. We will let the children paint their pottery for 15 minutes. 

vi. During this time I will remind the students to try to paint something that expresses them self; it could be how they feel, what they want to say, or anything! 

vii. The teachers will also remind the students during this time about the last painting lesson that Ms. Ashton taught. Mixing primary colors to make other colors and adding white and black to a color to make it just the color we want.

viii. When the children are finished the teacher at that table will ask if they have their name on the artwork so we know who’s is who’s then direct them to place their artwork on the table in the front of the classroom. 
c. Transitions:  Describe strategies you will use to move children physically in the space, or from one phase of activity to another, during the lesson time (songs, actions, signals, etc.). (2 points)
i. Natalie and I will exit the “cave” first with the children following. Ashton and Taura will help keep the line moving inside. Natalie will assign the students to a table and they will go directly to their table. 

ii. I will invite each table one at a time (quietest table first) to come up and get their pottery, once they have their pottery they can start painting. 

iii. I will ask one table at a time to come up and wash their hands. 

iv. Taura will ask the children to line up for recess while in the “cave.” She can play follow the leader or some other creative game.  

d. Enrichment Activities:  List at least two specific ideas for things you can do if you need to fill some time – ideally related to your lesson concept(s) or skill(s) (jokes, games, puzzles, etc.). (2 points) 
i. The children can explore the “cave” and look at the “cave paintings” inside the cave. Ashton can go inside the cave with them and ask them what they think the caveman where trying to say when they painted these. 
ii. I will also look up interesting facts that Ashton can tell the children about caves. 
e. Clean-up:  Present a creative strategy to involve children in clean-up, including an orderly plan for all children to wash hands if needed. (2points) (5 minutes)
i. When the 15 minutes are up, I will ask to children to make sure they have their names on their pottery somewhere so we know who’s is who’s.

ii. I will ask for 2 volunteers. One to carry the trash to place Styrofoam plates in. Another to place all of the rocks and sticks into the grocery bag. 

iii. While the volunteers are collecting these items, I will invite one table at a time to come up and wash their hands. Natalie will stand at the sink to help them hurry to wash their hands. 

iv. When they are finished they can go inside the cave and look at the “cave paintings.” Ashton can go inside the cave with them and ask them what they think the caveman where trying to say when they painted these (this is also where closure will be). 
f. Team member assignments:  Discuss the specific roles and assignments for each team member during the lesson time and during the transitions into and out of the lesson. (3points)
           = All teachers           =Alison            =Ashton           =Natalie           =Taura 
5. Closure:  State your plan to bring the lesson to a meaningful conclusion, ideally focusing on and reiterating/reviewing the lesson concept(s) or skill(s). If possible link concepts and skills to children’s daily lives. Note what you, your team members, and the children will be doing at closure.  (5 points) (7 minutes) 
a. The teachers will be sitting with the children inside the cave. I will remind the students about the flashlight rule and give all the students some time to look at the paintings. I will remind them that we are looking at the paintings and trying to figure out what they caveman were trying to express. I will ask for some volunteers to tell me what they think the cavemen were trying to express. I will happily tell the students that everyone expresses themselves in different ways. The cavemen were able to express themselves through art. You can express yourself through art too! This was the only way that the caveman could think of on how to express themselves. You can also express yourself by writing a note or a letter. People express themselves in all different ways. When your parents give you a hug what do you think they are trying to tell you? The next time you see a painting or when your parents hug you, think about what you think they are trying to tell you. 
6. Anticipated problems/solutions:  Identify the most likely problems that will arise during your lesson and present a plan to prevent and/or address these problems. (5points)
a. Some children might want to take their pottery home that day, we will just tell them that it needs to dry but they will get it next time they come to after-school. 

b. Some children might complain about not having paintbrushes. We will just remind them that we are acting like cave people who lived during the prehistoric time about 16,000 years ago. 
7. References and Additional Resources:  Include a listing of the references used in your lesson preparation and delivery (in APA format). (2 points)
1. Smith, K. (1999, Summer). The classroom cave. BATS Magazine. Retrieved February 12, 2010 from http://www.batcon.org/index.php/media-and-info/bats-archives.html?task=viewArticle&magArticleID=916.
2. (November 21, 2008). The origins of cave paintings. Message posted to Art History For Kids Web Log, archived at http://arthistory4kids.wordpress.com/2008/11/21/the-origins-of-cave-paintings/. 
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How to Make a Cave with Paper and String

 I think I only need to make one about half this size. Let me know if we can’t do this in the classroom, I have another idea. 
Materials 
• string, scissors, staple gun, clear packaging tape 
• small table—about 2 feet (.61 m) high 
• about 8 sheets or a 100-foot (30.5 m) roll of brown, 
4-foot (1.2 m)-wide kraft paper 

Instructions 
(Directions assume you are facing the corner.) 

1. Clear an area approximately 10 feet (3 m) square in a corner of the classroom. 

3. Tie a small loop on one end of the string, and staple the loop to the right-hand wall, about 2 feet (.6 m) from the ceiling and 1 foot (.3 m) from the corner where the two walls meet. 

4. Bring the string a short distance across the corner to the other wall. Cut it, make a loop, and staple the loop to that wall. 

5. Repeat this process, placing each new string lower and lower down the wall, about two feet apart, and increasing the length of string each time to form a triangular shape. 

6. When finished, your cave framework will look flat. To create a curve, place a small table on the outside of the cave at the middle of the bottom string. Tie a very long length of string to each of the two table legs nearest the framework. Take each of these two strings up vertically under the horizontal strings to the high point of the cave and staple them to the wall. Gently pull the table away from the cave to create a curve in the framework. One side of the table will also serve as the children’s entrance to the cave. 

7. Have your students crinkle and rub sheets of kraft paper together to make it soft and give it texture. Beginning on the left-hand side of the string framework, lay one sheet of paper at a time over the string. The sheet closest to the wall should be tucked under and stapled to the wall. The next sheets should be taped together from left to right with clear packaging tape. 

8. Continue laying paper, but stop before finishing on the right-hand side. This is where you will make a secret adult entrance to the cave. You simply need to attach one large sheet at the top so that it will hang vertically down to the ground and can be picked up like a flap. 

9. Finally, be sure to cover the table with paper as well, leaving one side open for the children’s entrance. [image: image1.jpg]



